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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant's submission filed on 2 March 2007 has been entered. 

Applicant amended claims 121, 127, 128, 130, 133. 

Claims 121, 124, 126-135 are pending and will be examined. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments of 2 March 2007 have been fully and carefully considered. 
Rejections under 35 USC 112 and 101 are withdrawn in view of amendment. 
Applicant argues, 

Considering the content of the digital data package distributed in amended Claim 121, Applicant 
notes that Erickson does not disclose or even suggest that any license issued for the content of 
the Erickson package should or could have a content provider digital certificate issued and signed 
by a corresponding content provider private key to show permission from such a content provider 
for the any Erickson entity to provide the corresponding license as in amended Claim 121 and 
would not have such a certificate inasmuch as the Erickson system presumes the license 
provider and content provider are one and the same. Applicant submits that without such a 
certificate, it follows that the Erickson content package also does not have a content provider 
public key that is employed to validate the content provider digital certificate of the corresponding 
license, as is also required by the contents of the digital data package distributed in amended 
Claim 121 . Accordingly, Erickson does not teach all of the elements of the distributed data 
package as recited in amended independent Claim 121. 
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In response, the Examiner notes that that the fact that applicant has recognized 
another advantage which would flow naturally from following the suggestion of the prior 
art cannot be the basis for patentability when the differences would otherwise be 
obvious. See Ex parte Obiaya, 227 USPQ 58, 60 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1985). 

Claim Objections 

Claim 130 should be amended to read "...provide the digital content package the 
digital content package comprising..." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 121, 124, and 126-135 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Erickson (U.S. Patent No. 5,765,152). 

Erickson discloses a computer-readable medium (col. 2, line 61 -col. 3, lines 
17) having stored thereon a data file and data structure (i.e. a "document" 
comprising first through sixth data fields containing respective first through sixth data 
elements). As shown in Fig. 1 A, a first data field contains header data, a second 
data field contains document ID data, a third data field contains content data, a 
fourth data field contains source work extensions data, a fifth data field contains 
minimum permissions data, and a sixth data field contains digital document signature 
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data. Erickson teaches that one of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that other 
orderings of the data within the data structure are possible (col. 12, lines 56-58). 
Particularly regarding the nature of the Document ID, Erickson teaches: 

"Document Identifier 22 uniquely identifies the DOCUMENT 20 by the registration 
server upon which the DOCUMENT has been registered, and the DOCUMENT'S 
registration or index number on that server. This registration code typically contains 
the server name and registration index." (col. 11, lines 37-43). 

"The VIEWER also facilitates on-line licensing of DOCUMENT packaged 
works. Based on registration information encapsulated with the data, i.e. the 
Document ID, the VIEWER contacts the document's registration server and initiates 
an authorization transaction." (col. 20, lines 51-55). 

The Examiner notes that Erickson discloses a total of six distinct data fields 
(as recited in the instant claims). The Examiner further notes that the only difference 
between the data file and data structure of the instant claims and the data file and 
data structure of Erickson lies in non-functionally descriptive material contained 
within their respective data fields. As such, the content of the non-functionally 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed medium/data file/data structure 
from the prior art medium/data file/data structure, and, accordingly, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have recognized that any modification of such non-functionally 
descriptive material from that already disclosed in the prior art would not have 
moved to have distinguished the claimed medium/data file/data structure as a non- 
obvious variant of the prior art medium/data file/data structure. In re Ngai, 367 F.3d 
1336, 1339, 70 USPQ2d 1862, 1864 (Fed. Cir. 2004). See also In re Gulack, 703 
F.2d 1381, 1385-86, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Zurita whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8a-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

James Zurita ^ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 

8 June 2007 JAMES ZURITA 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 



